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March 12, 2021         Issue 46 
Yesterday, the American Rescue Plan Act was signed into law, and with it, the authorization of 
$1 billion for the Technology Modernization Fund and the extension of federal contractor relief 
from the CARES Act.  Still on the horizon: what the defense budget will look like for FY 2022. 
It’s likely that funding will remain flat, and HASC Chair Adam Smith is suggesting DoD can take 
this opportunity to modernize and cut costs. See the related commentary on how to define 
legacy systems, which is where many think this cost savings should come from. In our top story, 
GSA is looking for feedback on its plan to revamp its government-wide service contract, OASIS. 
In ARP news, last week’s webinar on developing artificial intelligence in defense programs 
provided robust data, analysis, and conversation on how to acquire, manage, and think about 
this emerging technology. We’re sharing the recording and slides with you this week.  
Finally, don’t forget to change your clocks this weekend! Spring forward to lose an hour of sleep 
(boo!) and gain an hour of evening sunshine (yay!).  
 
This Week’s Top Story 
GSA kicks off two-year effort to innovate service contracting beyond OASIS 
Jason Miller, Federal News Network 
Let’s get the jokes about the General Services Administration’s working title of its new services 
governmentwide acquisition contract out of the way. Today it’s known as a BIC MAC—Best-in-
Class Multiple Award Contract. 
Whatever name GSA eventually comes up with that is not BIC MAC, the new approach to 
services contracting aims to shake things up in a way the federal contacting community hasn’t 
seen in at least five years. 
GSA released the first of at least two requests for information on March 2 seeking industry 
feedback on some of the basic ideas around the contract like socioeconomic reserves, the initial 
list of functional domain areas, contract structure and much more. Responses to the 27-page 
survey are due March 17. 
Jill Akridge, the director for Customer Account Management for the Office of Professional 
Services and Human Capital Categories (PSHC), an office within GSA’s Federal Acquisition 
Service (FAS), said at a recent ACT-IAC webinar that the goal is to reduce friction in the 
services market and possible consolidate existing services contracts like the Human Capital and 
Training Solutions (HCATS) and the Building Maintenance and Operations vehicle to make it 
easier for customers. 
Read more.  
 
ARP and NPS News 
Watch now: Webinar recording of Developing Artificial Intelligence in Defense Programs 
Last week’s webinar on AI had a great turnout! Thanks to those who joined us and engaged in 
the conversation. If you missed it, check out the recording and review slides from the 
presenters.  Looking for more guidance on how to lead an acquisition process involving AI? 
Panelist Tim Shives shared this resource during the webinar: "Understanding AI Technology – 
AI Guide for DoD Leaders" published by the Joint Artificial Intelligence Center.  
Call for Papers: Special Issue "Government Supply Chains, Manufacturing and 
Procurement Concerns in the Wake of COVID-19" 
NPS Professor Dan Finkenstadt is guest editor of this issue of logistics focused on increasing 
domestic supply chain resilience. Deadline to submit: October 31, 2021. 
Registration is open for the 18th Annual Acquisition Research Symposium 
This year’s event will be held May 11-13, 2021 as a live webinar presented through Zoom for 
Government. Keynote speakers are Ms. Stacy Cummings, Acting Undersecretary of Defense for 
Acquisition and Sustainment, Vice Admiral Jon A. Hill, USN, Director of Missile Defense 
Agency, and Mr. Frederick J. (Jay) Stefany, Acting Assistant Secretary of the Navy for 
Research, Development and Acquisition. Seats are limited. Register today! 
 
Acquisition and Innovation 
 
Five by Five: Five Disciplines and Five Strategic Initiatives for the Pentagon in the Digital 
Age 
Pete Modigliani, Dan Ward, and Matt MacGregor  |  MITRE 
What’s In A Name? Billions In Cuts Depend On Defining ‘Legacy’ 
Mark Cancian and Adam Saxton, Breaking Defense  
USAF Planning Boss Pushes for Flexible Budgets to Keep Up with New Tech 
Rachel S. Cohen, Air Force Magazine 
Anduril hires Pentagon vet Zachary Mears as head of strategy 
Joe Gould, Defense News  
Navy reorganizes JADC2 project office, boosting tech authorities 
Jackson Barnett, Fedscoop 
 
Events  
DoD Cloud Exchange 
Presented by GDIT 
March 23-25, 2021 
 
Policy 
H.R. 1319 – American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 
Congress.gov 
Data Call:  Briefing on Acquiring Innovative Commercial Products and Services using 
General Solicitation Competitive Procedures 
Principal Director, Defense Pricing and Contracting 
 
Congress 
New House Task Force to Examine Defense Supply Chain Threats 
Rachel S. Cohen, Air Force Magazine 
HASC chair flips spending debate to acquisition reform 
Lauren C. Williams, FCW 
 
Defense and Federal Government 
Research, procurement could get squeezed in Biden budget 
Aaron Mehta and Joe Gould, Defense News  
Technology Modernization Fund on track to receive biggest pay day ever 
Jason Miller, Federal News Network  
CISA’s four-part plan to spend $650M on cyber protections 
Jason Miller, Federal News Network  
Biden appoints Clare Martorana to lead the White House’s digital efforts 
Katharine Schwab, Fast Company 
JAIC planning broad-reaching projects for 2021 focused on business and logistics 
Scott Maucione, Federal News Network 
GAO’s emerging tech shop developing framework to test reliability of AI algorithms 
Jory Heckman, Federal News Network 
 
Acquisition Tips and Tools, with Larry Asch 
Department of Defense (DoD) Sole Source Streamlining ToolBox 
In sole source acquisitions, there was a best practice technique started in the Army in the 
1990s. The technique, called Alpha, used a teaming approach to streamline the sole source 
contract award process from beginning to end. The goals were to enhance communication, 
reduce costs and procurement administrative lead times, and improve the negotiation process.  
When I saw the DoD Sole Source Streamlining ToolBox, it emulated the best practices 
techniques and goals of Alpha. This tool is a must read to help Program Managers and 
Contracting Officers to “Achieving Faster, Quality Deals” in a sole source environment.  
Excerpts from ToolBox “About”  
• Who? This ToolBox is meant for your use as a Government acquisition professional. 
• What? The Sole Source Streamlining ToolBox is a Living Document currently 
encompassing over 40 techniques which can be leveraged to increase efficiency 
throughout the acquisition process. 
One of the 40 techniques is for the government and contractor to agree on government 
requirements prior to solicitation release. This session is not to establish or determine what 
requirements are to be acquired by the Government; that is an inherently governmental function 
(FAR 7.503). The session is recommended for the contractor to gain an understanding and buy-
in on requirements. This will ensure there is a common understanding of the requirement to cut 
down on rework and submit higher quality proposals. One best practice is to review the draft 
requirements document, e.g., draft Work Statement, and review and revise collaboratively. 
I have experienced that some Contracting Officers push back on this collaborative review 
session prior to solicitation release stating it was an Organizational Conflict of Interest (OCI) 
issue. This DoD ToolBox guidance and FAR 9.505-2(b)(1) reflect a similar exception to being 
conflicted out because they prepared or assisted in preparing a work statement: 
FAR 9.505(b)(1) If a contractor prepares, or assists in preparing, a work statement to be 
used in competitively acquiring a system or services—or provides material leading 
directly, predictably, and without delay to such a work statement—that contractor may 
not supply the system, major components of the system, or the services unless— 
(i) It is the sole source; 
Negotiating Sole Source is “Hard,” and we need all the tools in the DoD Sole Source 
Streamlining ToolBox to “Achieve Faster, Quality Deals.”  
 
 
 
